
Thursday, February 16, 2023

2023-2024 Scholarship Program

ACEC Metropolitan Washington (ACEC/MW) will award four (4) General Scholarships for the 2023-2024 academic year. These
scholarships will range in value from $3,000 to $6,000.  ACEC/MW’s scholarship winners will be notified in March 2022. 
In addition to scholarships awarded by ACEC Metropolitan Washington, the ACEC Research Institute, under the auspices of ACEC’s College
of Fellows, will award general scholarships, specialty scholarships, as well as Diversity & Inclusion Scholarships.
Upon submission, your scholarship application will be forwarded to ACEC/MW for consideration in their local program as well as the
national program. 
ACEC Metropolitan Washington Scholarship Application Deadline is February 17, 2023
. 
Guidelines & Qualifications
U.S. Citizenship is required to qualify for ACEC/MW ACEC National Scholarships. 

General Scholarship Guidelines
:

Will be enrolled as junior, senior, fifth, or master’s degree year, in the fall of 2023.

Pursuing an ABET accredited Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in engineering (includes geomatic engineering/land-surveying). To
view a list of ABET, Inc.'s EAC accredited engineering programs,
click here
. 

For the ACEC/MW scholarship, the applicant must demonstrate a connection with the Metropolitan Washington Area through EITHER:

Attendance at one of the following Universities: The Catholic University of America, George Mason, George Washington, Howard,
Johns Hopkins, University of the District of Columbia, University of Maryland, University of Virginia, or Virginia Tech; OR

A home address within the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Area

The Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Area
 is defined as:

The District of Columbia

In Maryland: Prince George’s County or Montgomery County

In Virginia: Arlington County, Fairfax County, Loudoun County, Prince William County (and all cities and towns
therein)

Specialty Scholarship Guidelines: 

Coalition of American Structural Engineers (CASE) Scholarship

Only students who are enrolled in a Master’s degree program for
Structural Engineering
in fall of 2023 will be eligible for the CASE scholarship. Student must either be in an ABET-accredited MS engineering
program or have a BS degree from an ABET-accredited engineering program.

Lee Rice LRE Water Scholarship

Students must be enrolled in their junior, senior or 5th year, or pursuing a master’s degree in
engineering geology, water engineering or natural resource engineering related fields
.

Diversity & Inclusion Scholarship Guidelines: 

J.A. Watts, Inc. Diversity in Engineering Scholarship

This scholarship will award funding to students of color who have been traditionally underrepresented in the field of
engineering.

Kimley-Horn Diversity in STEM Scholarship

This scholarship will award funding to students of color who have been traditionally underrepresented in the field of
engineering and attend a Historically Black College or University, 2.8 minimum GPA
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Kimley-Horn Diversity in STEM Scholarship (Needs-Based)

This scholarship will award funding to students of color who have been traditionally underrepresented in the field of
engineering, 2.8 minimum GPA

Stanley Consultants, Inc. Diversity in Engineering Scholarship (Needs-Based)

Stanley Consultants, Inc. Helping Hands Scholarship (Needs-Based)
For Diversity Scholarships, students self-identify as American Indian/Alaskan Native, Black, Asian/Pacific, Islander, Hispanic/Latino, and/or
Mixed Race; women, people with disabilities, veterans and LGBTQ+.
A student can receive only one ACEC National scholarship during the student’s academic career.
Payments will be made to the academic institution beginning July 1 for the 2023-2024 academic year.

Applications should be as complete as possible. Each portion of the application has a specific point value. Judges will score each section

separately. Incomplete applications will not be considered. 
Scoring

• Cumulative Grade Point Average: 20 points

• Essay: 25 points

• Work Experience: 27 points

Work experience will be limited to 2020-2022. List your most recent work experience first and include any jobs held during high school if
within the three-year period. Indicate the year in school during which you held a particular position. Indicate if your work experience was in
the form of work-study, co-op, or practicum. Clearly identify the nature of the business of the listed employers; in particular, note
consulting engineering or land surveying firms. Be complete and accurate. The more experience you list, the higher your potential score.

• Recommendation: 15 points

A recommendation is needed from a consulting engineer, land surveyor or engineering professor. Use the official form—a letter is not
sufficient. Letters sent in addition to forms will not be read. Greater weight will be given for a recommendation from a consulting engineer
or land surveyor.
The evaluator must use the official recommendation form found here. 

• Extracurricular College Activities: 13 points

2023-2024 Scholarship Application

Personal Information 
Name

Address 5345 Piedra Vista
Colorado Springs, Colorado, 80908

Email

I certify that I am a U.S. Citizen Yes

In addition to general scholarships, 
are you applying for a diversity & 
inclusion scholarship?

Yes

Are you a United States veteran? No
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Race/Ethnicity

Gender

Are you a member of an LGBTQ+ 
Community Group?

College/University Information
In the fall of 2023, I will be enrolled 
as:

Senior Year

Degree/Discipline Expected Civil Engineering

Current College/University

Current College/University Address

Bachelor's (Undergraduate) GPA 3.77

Please include certified grade 
transcripts: 

PDF
Trechter_Morgan - Official Tr… .pdf

High School Attended St. Mary's High School

Month Graduated May

Year Graduated 2020

Scholarship Selection 
In addition to general scholarships, please check all that apply. See page 1 for description & 
eligibility. 

General Scholarships ACEC Scholar of the Year - $10,000

a/e ProNet Scholarship - $5,000

ACEC Life/Health Trust Scholarship - $5,000

College of Fellows Scholarship - $3,000

Small Firm Coalition Scholarship - $2,500

Diversity & Inclusion Scholarships Stanley Consultants, Inc. Diversity in Engineering
Scholarship (Needs-Based) - $5,000
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Work Experience 
Work experience will be limited to 2020-2022. List your most recent work experience first and 
include any jobs held during high school if within the three-year period. Indicate the year in school 
during which you held a particular position. Indicate if your work experience was in the form of 
work-study, co-op, or practicum. Clearly identify the nature of the business of the listed employers; 
in particular, note consulting engineering or land surveying firms. Be complete and accurate.  The 
more experience you list, the higher your potential score.

Employer Name CBG Building Company

From: (month) June

Year 2022

Total Hours Worked About 800 total; 40 hour weeks during the summer and 20
hours a week during the semester

To: (month) December

Year 2022

Supervisor Name Buck Stokes

Supervisor Title Vice President

Your Position Project Engineer Intern

Duties 
My work experience with CBG started as a full-time construction management internship over the 
summer of 2022. I then continued the internship into my Junior year Fall semester working part-time in 
addition to the classes I took. I was placed to a jobsite that was a 353-unit apartment building just 
getting out of the preconstruction phase during the summer. I wrote scopes of work for various trades 
including Dry Utilities, Masonry, and Roofing. I assisted in the buyout process buying trades such as the 
Consultants, Excavation, Concrete, and Streetlights. I worked directly with the design team and the 
owner to solve any drawing discrepancies and was the champion of document control for my team 
when new construction drawings were issued. I assisted my superintendent with managing and creating 
solutions to some of the issues that came about on the field side. I was the point of contact for LEED 
related items, as our building will be LEED-certified, so I took the lead on making sure submittals and 
sustainability requirements were being met and documented properly. Lastly, I was the lead of our 
Owner meetings and team meetings to make sure they ran efficiently according to schedule.

Type of Business General Contractor

Do you have more employment to list? Yes

Employer Name Bob Rundo Tree Surgeon

From: (month) June
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Year 2021

Total Hours Worked 650-700 total hours

To: (month) January

Year 2022

Supervisors Name Monica Godec

Supervisor Title Owner

Your Position Office Manager

Duties 
I worked at Bob Rundo the summer before my Sophomore year of college and during the breaks of my 
Sophomore year. I organized and scheduled daily estimates to maximize efficiency by grouping them 
geographically around town for our arborist. I resolved any customer complaints in a professional 
manner with courteous customer service. I learned to diagnose tree problems into the categories they 
fell under based on the customer's description. I processed payments and mailed out bills, making sure 
to track overdue payments. I was recognized by owners for learning the job quickly and maximizing 
work crew efficiency.

Type of Business Tree Repairs and Prevention - privately owned

Do you have more employment to list? Yes

Employer Name Marco's Pizza

From: (month) January

Year: 2020

Total Hours Worked About 600 hours

To: (month) January

Year: 2021

Supervisor Title General Manager

Your Position Shift leader

5



Duties 
I worked here beginning my sophomore year of high school through the first semester of my freshman 
year of college. I was in charge of helping manage shifts with the general manager on shift. I made 
pizzas, took phone and in-person orders, cut and boxed pizzas, and helped make sure deliveries ran 
smoothly. I was one of the hand-picked employees to help train the new employees and I was a go-to 
shift leader on our busiest shifts. I also helped with food prep, cleaning, opening, and closing the store.

Type of Business Food Industry

College/Community Involvement 
List activities under the following categories for indicated years. Include summer activities as part 
of the subsequent school year. Identify leadership positions held in the listed activities or 
organizations. If not applicable, write "none.

Student Organizations
Please limit response to 4 activities. 

Year 2020-2021
None, student organizations were not very active on campus due to COVID

Year 2021-2022
Dorm Community Events Board, American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Society of  
Engineers, Encounter (student ministry group)

Fall 2022
Society of  Engineers, American Society of Civil Engineers, Adventure Club, Encounter (student 
ministry group)

Were any of your Student 
Organization activities leadership 
positions?

Yes

If yes, please explain: I am the Secretary for Society of  Engineers in the
Fall 2022 semester. I was the Student Coordinator for ASCE
my sophomore year (2021-22), and I was the Vice President
for the Dorm Community Events Board my sophomore year
(2021-22)

Community/Volunteer Involvement
Please limit response to 4 activities. 

Year 2020-2021
I volunteered at Church and the soup kitchen back home during the summer

Year 2021-2022
I participated in the Cardinal Cupboard events on campus (our campus ministry's food pantry)

Fall 2022
I was involved in the Young Person's group with my company CBG.

Were any of your 
Community/Volunteer activities 
leadership positions?

No
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Organized Athletics and/or Musical Activities

Please limit response to 4 activities.

Year 2020-2021
College Varsity Softball team

Year 2021-2022
College Varsity Softball team

Fall 2022
None

Were any of your Organized Athletics 
and/or Musical activities leadership 
positions?

No

Other Activities
Please limit response to 4 activities.

Scholarship Essay
The American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) represents thousands of companies
comprised of more than 600,000 engineers, architects, land surveyors and other specialists. Our
member firms contribute engineering solutions to present and future challenges happening around the
world. ACEC Research Institute is the leading source of knowledge and thought leadership for creating a
more sustainable, safe, secure and technically advanced built environment. We aim to inspire future
generations to solve the world’s most challenging problems through engineering.
Describe how consulting engineering firms provide value to their clients and long-term benefits to their
community. Your personal interest in and understanding of the engineer’s role in all aspects of the built
environment are important and should be reflected in your essay.

Consulting engineering firms are invaluable when it comes to problem solving and designing 
infrastructure in communities. I have had some experience working with consulting engineers from 
being on the project management side, and the consulting engineers are very knowledgeable about how 
certain products will affect the building and the environment around the building. I have personally 
worked with our building envelope consultant, accessibility consultants, and our LEED sustainability 
consultants to make sure our building is following proper design and codes. Throughout our meetings 
our envelope consultant has been extremely helpful in identifying potential issues in the design and 
they have presented solutions for our team to put into action. One of the main issues on the building I 
worked on was drainage of the building through the green roof. There were some design issues and the 
consultant provided input and we all problem solved to figure out the best way to implement their idea. 
In the long-term the consultant’s review of the building prevents catastrophic events that could happen 
in the future. Similarly to how the envelope consultant reviewed, the accessibility consultant reviewed 
the construction documents to make sure all accessibility codes were followed. This was a great way 
to double check the design of the building and fix any issues. The LEED process was just getting 
started on my jobsite before I stopped working there, but the sustainability consultants had immense 
knowledge of how certain products would affect the environment around the building as well as their 
effect on the residents of the building overtime. There is a well-thought out list of materials to avoid 
and alternative materials for building more eco-friendly. The purpose of LEED is to make sure that the 
built environment has minimal impact on what is natural and it helps predict and prevent future long-
term damages.
Even with my limited experience in the field, I have become more and more passionate about analyzing 
the effects that building has on the environment. As an engineer, we are trusted with advancing the built 
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world; however, with that trust also comes great responsibility to ensure that we build ethically. 
Consulting engineers work tirelessly to ensure codes are enforced and that solutions to potential 
damages are addressed to ensure positive long-term effects on communities, rather than disastrous 
ones. Engineering consultants can specialize in one area which is beneficial especially today with all 
the advancements there are in the built environment. Clients are able to have multiple consultants help 
them on the job, so they ensure all parts of the design are reviewed by knowledgeable engineers, which 
results in a better output for the community.

If applying for a needs-based scholarship, please share in an essay below, how a STEM 
Scholarship will help you meet your goals (short and long-term) and impact your life?
My goal for my college education is to graduate debt free. I have been blessed that my parents helped 
me out for my first two years, however my last two years of college I have been completely on my own 
to pay for my expenses. I chose to go to a private university to get the most out of my education, and it 
has been paying off for me and I have grown immensely as an engineer. However, with a the great 
education from a private university also comes a large financial burden. I have been working hard since 
high school to save for my college expenses, but am still in need of some extra help to achieve my 
goal. Earning a STEM scholarship will help me with the financial responsibilities I have, and it will also 
allow me to focus more on my last years of education if finances are not as burdensome. In the long-
term, I will be able to passionately follow my dreams of being an engineer without debt being a factor 
weighing me down. Earning this scholarship would be a true blessing for me.

Is there anything else that you would like for us to know about you, e.g., awards and 
achievements, course projects, etc.?
I wanted to share some of my work that I have done as an aspiring engineer. In high school I took a 
senior design course and worked in a team to design a new form of hail protection. Throughout this 
course we focused on the design process and worked with 'consultants' from the professional world to 
get their inputs on how we could make our design better. It is my goal to be a 'consultant' for the 
generations younger than me so I can pass on my knowledge and experience and inspire others to 
make an impact in the world. In my college career, I have earned Engineering Dean's List every semester 
for my GPA and I was also inducted into the Phi Eta Sigma National Honors Society. I am incredibly 
thankful for this opportunity and I appreciate your consideration of me for the ACEC scholarship.

One-Year Scholarship Application Form
Payment to your college/university will not be made without this form. 

College/University Name

Bursar's Office Address

Student Identification Number 5183941

Permission to Release and/or Validate Information 
By signing this application, I authorize 
the ACEC Research Institute and 
ACEC State Member Organizations to 
confirm and/or release any 
information included on this 
application. 

Name
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Date Thursday, February 16, 2023

Upon submission, your scholarship application will be forwarded to the appropriate ACEC State
Membership Organization for consideration in their local program as well as the national program. 
Click here for State Member Organization contact information.

Your application into the 2023-2024 Scholarship Program is NOT complete without a recommendation
from a consulting engineer, land surveyor or engineering professor. 

The evaluator must use the official recommendation form found here. All recommendation forms will
be sent to the ACEC State Member Organization directly. 
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Thursday, February 16, 2023

Scholarship Recommendation Form
A recommendation is needed from a consulting engineer, land surveyor 
or engineering professor. Use the form below —a letter is not sufficient. 
Letters sent in addition to forms will not be read. Greater weight will be 
given for recommendations from a consulting engineer or land 
surveyor. The evaluator's recommendation will be forwarded directly to 
the ACEC State Member Organization.

Student Name

University

Degree/Discipline Expected BS Civil and Environmental Engineering

Date Expected Friday, May 10, 2024

Recommender Information
Recommender Name Gunnar Dr. Lucko

Recommender Title Professor and Director of Construction Engineering and
Management Program

Recommender Organization 

You are a (indicate one) Engineering Professor

Address Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, 620

Email lucko@

Recommendation
How long, how well, and in what capacity have you known the applicant?
Dear Members of the Scholarship Selection Committee: 
 
It is my particular pleasure to herewith strongly endorse the enclosed scholarship application of  

 a junior in the concentration in the construction concentration of our ABET-
accredited Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering.  superb grades have earned her a 
spot on the Dean’s list every semester so far. While I have not had the pleasure of instructing  in a 
course (as concentration courses are in the senior year of the curriculum) yet, I have met with every 
semester for advising, recently to discuss a potential study-abroad semester, and to hear of  
successful coop (i.e. part-time internship in a company parallel to a full course load during the 
semester) of which you can find details listed in attached resume.
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Please rate the student in each of the following catagories (rating 1-5; with the lowest being 1 and the
highest being 5). Rate each category as best as you can; do not leave any category without a rating. 

Cooperation 5 / 5

Use space below to explain your 
answer 

Please see other fields

Leadership 4 / 5

Use space below to explain your 
answer 

Please see other fields

Initiative 5 / 5

Use space below to explain your 
answer 

Please see other fields

Industrious 5 / 5

Use space below to explain your 
answer 

Please see other fields

Dependability 5 / 5

Use space below to explain your 
answer 

Please see other fields

Courtesy 5 / 5

Use space below to explain your 
answer 

Please see other field

Attitude 5 / 5

Use space below to explain your 
answer 

Please see other fields

Communication 5 / 5

Use space below to explain your 
answer 

Please see other field

Why will this student be a good engineer? 
 is polite, organized, motivated, and strives to excel in whatever  undertakes, which may be 

ascribed to the military background in  family, which also has led to a military-post scholarship that 
has been supporting  first two years of studies. Among other organizations,  is active in the 
Society of  Engineers and the American Society of Civil Engineers student chapters on campus, 
for which  serves in a leadership role by coordinating student events. And  has been the 
secretary for our Society of  Engineers ( ) chapter.

 has also been an athlete on the varsity softball team of the university. virtually perfect 
academic track record combined with extracurricular activities and proven dedication to working 
hard to achieve goals gives me confidence to predict that  will become a high achiever in
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 whatever company in the construction company  chooses to join after graduation. I wish to 
respectfully note that due to financial circumstances  will now need to be paying on own for the 
second half of  education. Considering for your esteemed scholarship would truly help this 
promising future civil engineer fulfill dreams in launching  career.
Sincerely yours, Dr. Lucko

Signature

Date Thursday, February 16, 2023
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Friday, February 17, 2023

Scholarship Recommendation Form
A recommendation is needed from a consulting engineer, land surveyor 
or engineering professor. Use the form below —a letter is not sufficient. 
Letters sent in addition to forms will not be read. Greater weight will be 
given for recommendations from a consulting engineer or land 
surveyor. The evaluator's recommendation will be forwarded directly to 
the ACEC State Member Organization.

Student Name

University

Degree/Discipline Expected Civil Engineering

Date Expected Friday, May 10, 2024

Recommender Information
Recommender Name Jandro Abot

Recommender Title Assoc. Prof.

Recommender Organization 

You are a (indicate one) Engineering Professor

Address

Email abot@

Recommendation
How long, how well, and in what capacity have you known the applicant?
I have known  for almost two and a half years at  

).  is a rising junior pursuing a degree in Civil Engineering with a concentration in 
Construction Management through our ABET-accredited Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering. I was  instructor of several courses including Introduction to Engineering Design and 
Professionalism, and Engineering Mechanics I.

Please rate the student in each of the following catagories (rating 1-5; with the lowest being 1 and the
highest being 5). Rate each category as best as you can; do not leave any category without a rating. 

Cooperation 5 / 5

Leadership 5 / 5

Initiative 5 / 5
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Industrious 5 / 5

Dependability 5 / 5

Courtesy 5 / 5

Attitude 5 / 5

Communication 5 / 5

Why will this student be a good engineer? 
 holds an excellent GPA and earned a place in the Dean’s list of our School of Engineering for 

four semesters in a row. It is worth mentioning that  is very involved inside and outside of the 
classroom.  is a current member of the Phi Eta Sigma National Honors Society, the Secretary for 
the Society of Engineers  chapter on campus, and the Student Coordinator for the 
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) chapter. Also,  led the events council for  dorm 
community last year.  was also a member of the Varsity softball team for a year and a half. This 
summer,  held a construction management internship position with CBG Building Company working 
on a local project site in Washington DC and working towards  OSHA 30 certification.  strives to 
excel in all challenges that reach  and has big goals and aspirations for  career. Based on all the 
above, I am entirely confident to state that  is mature, motivated, and determined to make a 
difference in the world through the skills  will acquire through  education at  

Signature

Date Friday, February 17, 2023

2



Danielle M. Spinato
University Registrar and Director of Constituent Services




